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The Constitution as a National Symbol: Process and Mark
CHEN Minghui
(Guanghua Law School, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310008, China )

Abstract: A national symbol is something that represents a country’ s sovereignty and dignity,
emotionally units citizens of the country, and expresses political beliefs and legal system of the country.
The constitution of a country, as a symbol of the country, fulfills important functions in four aspects,
namely, national consciousness, citizens’ emotions, social consensus, and international exchanges.
Viewed in the context of human history, as the constitution has been playing an increasingly prominent role
in national governance, it has evolved from a mere institutional tool to become a symbol of political and
legal civilizations. As the constitution of a country has become a symbol of the country, it has become a
bond that enhances national identity of the country, and its status as a national symbol in turn serves to
facilitate the implementation of the constitution itself. In China, the launch of the National Constitution
Day and the Constitutional Oath of Office has been viewed as a event marking the fact that in China, the
constitution has been enshrined as a symbol of the Chinese nation, and the National Constitution Day and
the Constitutional Oath of Office, in turn, serves the constitution as a symbol of the nation. Each time the
Constitution Day is marked and the Constitutional Oath of Office is taken, the authoritativeness of the
Constitution will be highlighted, and the emotional and moral strengths of China as whole will be mobilized
to ensure that the Constitution will not remain a text only, but will be integrated with practice instead.

Key words: national symbol ; the Constitution Day; Constitutional Oath of Office; implementation of

the constitution; national identity
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