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Teleological Interpretation in Criminal Law Doctrine
CHEN Xingliang
(School of Law, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract ; Teleological interpretation is a unique method of legal interpretation, which goes beyond the
linguistic scope of legal texts and complements semantic interpretation. The purpose of the teleological
interpretation refers to the normative purpose, which provides a substantive basis for the teleological
interpretation. Subjective teleological interpretation explores the intention of the legislator at the time of
legislation, while objective teleological interpretation is based on the normative purpose reflected by the
legislator through the legal text. Both kinds of teleological interpretations have important reference for
correctly understanding the meaning of legal texts, but objective teleological interpretations have more
practical value in judicial practice. Teleological interpretation can be divided into teleological extension
and teleological reduction. In the interpretation of criminal law, teleological reduction is justified but
teleological extension is prohibited because of the principle of legality. Thus, teleological interpretation in
criminal law is different from the same interpretation method in other branches of law.

Key words: teleological interpretation; subjective teleological interpretation; objective teleological

interpretation ; teleological reduction
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