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Empirical Study of Sentencing Mechanism in Guilty Plea and

Punishment Cases:Based on a Quantitative Analysis of 1000 Thefts
LIU Wan-ting
(School of Law, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract ; As a statutory circumstance, the guilty plea and punishment have a great influence on the
sentencing result of the case. Through the empirical study of 1,000 criminal judgments in theft cases, it is
found that confession and punishment have an important influence on the result of the main sentence and
the application of probation and the amount of fines. Compared with cases where confession and
punishment are not applicable, the data after the legislation of the guilty plea system have a significant
effect on the reduction of the main sentence.

Key Words: confession and acceptance of punishment; theft cases; sentencing; victim’ s

forgiveness; determination of damages
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