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Institution Designing of China’s Local International

Commercial Tribunals: Challenges and Prospects
KONG Qingjiang
( China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: With the advancement of the “the Belt and Road” initiative, China has established
international commercial tribunals under the jurisdiction of the Supreme People’ s Court and certain local
intermediate people ’ s courts. The establishment of two levels of international commercial tribunals
undoubtedly provides a new institutional public product for solving foreign-related commercial disputes
arising from the construction of “the Belt and Road”. However, compared to the former, the latter has still
exhibited quite a few problems in terms of the institutional design. This article reviews the institutional
design of local international commercial tribunals and relevant legal systems in China, especially the system
of foreign-related civil and commercial litigation. In order to fully leverage its role, it is recommended to
draw on the successful practice of international commercial dispute resolution mechanisms, especially the
institutional design of the Singapore International Commercial Court, and redefine some concepts of foreign-
related civil and commercial litigation systems in light of international trends and actual situations, further
enhancing flexibility and openness. On the basis of optimizing and innovating systems, it is recommended
to enhance the international judicial image and expand the path of extraterritorial recognition and
enforcement of judgments with a view to enabling local international commercial tribunals to function as
they should.

Key words: international commercial dispute; “belt and road” initiative; international commercial

tribunal ; civil and commercial litigation with foreign elements
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